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International agreements have the right targets in place to take the first, most important steps 

towards attaining the MDGs for safe water and hygiene. The Monterrey Consensus urges developed 

countries to make concrete efforts to achieve a target of 0.7% of gross national product (GNP) as 

ODA to developing countries and 0.15‐0.20% of GNP of developed countries to Least Developed 

Countries (LDCs).It also committees developing countries to strengthen their policies and institutions, 

and to take the lead within their own development processes (OECD, 2002; UN, 2002; Danida, 2006). 

The Rome Declaration is the other which identifies the need to harmonize the operational policies, 

processes, procedures and practices of donor institutions with those of partner country systems to 

improve the effectiveness of development assistance and thereby contribute to achieving the MDGs.  

It also provides practical guidelines on how donors can support country ownership by harmonizing 

their procedures to ensure aid effectiveness for water and sanitation. Even though this formulation is 

technically awkward, its intent is clear. 
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But, reality clashes very strongly with these goals—in many parts of the world: people still don’t have 

access to clean water and sanitation; evidence is mounting that governments are investing little in 

water and sanitation as national budgets reflect a decline in funding for WASH service delivery.  

What should then be done?  

 Countries should work to understand critical clues to the sustainable WASH service delivery. These 

include better understanding of life cycle cost of services provided, better understanding of current 

social norms, improving investments to meet sector priority challenges, and analysis and modeling of 

appropriate technologies for WASH service delivery. Above all, we can work to rapidly incorporate 

the results of that research into improved sustainable strategies, and to advocate for cost effective 

equitable friendly WASH technologies. 

The other agreements include: 

The 2005 Paris Declaration ensures that developing countries’ governments take the lead in 

formulating nationally owned poverty reduction strategies and sector‐level development 

programmes, with the participation of a wide range of stakeholders (Welle et al., 2008). 

The eThekwini Declaration signed by the ministers of 32 African countries  pledged to establish, 
review, update and adopt national sanitation and hygiene policies and to address issues 
pertaining to agricultural water use for food security. It’s important in promoting and enabling 
more national ownership in tackling the challenges in the sanitation sector, in a more 
result‐oriented framework of mutual accountability. 
 
The 2008,Sharm el Sheikh Commitments aim of to develop water and Sanitation infrastructure 
and institutions in order to provide sufficient and sustainable quantity and quality for all types of 
services and to provide acceptable levels of protection from the risk of Water‐related disasters 
and the impact of climate change. 


